Integrating Quotations into your essays:

When you analyze, explain, cite ideas, etc. from the passage to support the points you make, you need to integrate the quotations smoothly into your own sentences.  This is also called embedding quotations or incorporating quotations.  It is a valuable skill for each part of the state exam.

1.  Here is an example of a poorly integrated quotation:

The phrase, “the gloom hovering over them,” shows the ominous feeling of the scene. 

     This is better:

The scene with “the gloom hovering over them” was an eerie and dismal picture.

2.  If you change the form of a word when you quote, you must enclose that word in brackets to show your reader what you did.

Here is an example of brackets:


As the “gloom [hovered] over them,” the reader felt a sense of ominous unrest.

3.  Now, try editing these embedded quotations to improve the flow of the sentence; try using a snippet (small part) of the quotation instead of the entire sentence from the passage.

Daniel J. O’Connell the 3rd, president of the Mass. Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers says, “Maybe we ought to take people out and put them in the stocks in the city hall plaza.”

The Mayor said, “The police have impounded cars in less than half of the cases in which they arrested drivers on the charge of being intoxicated.”

The Mayor quoted, “The results have been really very, very impressive.”

When Ralph realized that he was becoming uncivilized and acting like a child again, he said, “Be sucking my thumb next --.”

When Ralph and Piggy confronted Jack about stealing Piggy’s glasses in order to make a fire, Ralph’s built up anger at Jack came out when he said, “I say!  You voted for me for chief.  Didn’t you hear the conch?  You played a dirty trick – we’d have given you fire if you’d asked for it –“

The boys at the feast killed Simon is a very horrible way: they “leapt on to the beast, screamed, stuck, bit, tore.  There were no words, and no movements but the tearing of teeth and claws.”

