PUBLIC FORUM DEBATE

CROSSFIRE
PURPOSE: 
Use crossfire to highlight what your opponent
 hasn't done (ex. provided definitions for terminology used in 
the case)



Use crossfire to uncover weaknesses in evidence. 
Listen for evidence that doesn't prove the point it supports.  
Expose the evidence by asking a series of questions requiring an explanation of the argument, rereading of evidence, and an explanation of how the evidence applies.


SUGGESTIONS FOR QUESTIONS:
1)  Don't become dependent upon prepared questions that don't apply.

2) Don't ask questions just to fill time.  Have a reason for asking and make sure that your purpose is obvious to the judge and to the person being questioned.

3)   Try to begin questions with verbs.  This forces a question rather than a statement.  

“Is is true that ...?”

“Did you agree with our observation ...?”

“Have you shown that ... is harmful?”

“Was your third contention supported with evidence?”

4)  If a verb can't be used, try who, what when, where, why, or how to begin your questions.

“What organizations currently exist to help ....?”

“Who will administer this program?”

“Why are status quo programs unable to solve these problems?”

5)  Keep questions short.  It is better to ask several short questions that require simple  answers.  This causes the point to be lost and often requires repetition or rewording of the questions.  

6)Flip your own arguments and ask, “Isn’t it true that…?”
7)Don’t ask open-ended questions that will allow your opponent to advance his/her side.


Example:  “What are the advantages of having a drafted force?”

8)Use loaded words as much as possible.

9)Have a plan in mind.  What admissions to you wish to gain from your opponent?  Which dilemmas to you wish to pose to your opponents?

10)Silence is golden.  If you trap your opponent in an unanswerable dilemma, let his/her silence or frantic babbling expose the weakness.  Don’t rush in with the next question.
11)Feel free to ask the opposing team to identify source information.  Be aware of sources that may be biased or outdated.
